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Barbara White Perry

League Member, Artist, History and Architecture Buff
Friday, February 5, 11 a.m.
The Heritage Center at Maysonnave House

291 First Street East

“Drawing Sonoma”

The Sonoma League for Historic Preservation will host the first program in its 2010 lecture series on Friday, February 5 at 11 a.m. at the The Heritage Center at Maysonnave House on 291 First Street East. The series is pleased to present lifetime League member and artist, Barbara White Perry who will talk about her experiences in her lecture titled, “Drawing Sonoma”.  Barbara says she promises to answer almost any question from the audience.

Barbara is well-know for her work drawing and documenting homes, barns, vistas and buildings of Sonoma and the Valley. She began her ink drawings for the League’s Newsletter in 1998.  Barbara’s believes that, “You don’t have to look far to be inspired.  In Sonoma, every walk, every drive motivates me to draw or paint”.

A series of her drawings, “Gone But Not Forgotten,” which was exhibited at The Heritage Center last year, depicts Valley structures or views lost to time or development.  Another series focuses on properties that have received the League’s Preservation award.  Barbara has just completed a series of ink drawings of historic properties on East Spain Street and in late spring 2010, the gallery at Hooker House will host an exhibit of Barbara’s oil paintings. 

Barbara's interest in historic restoration and art began at a very young age. She grew up in a two-bedroom one-bath cottage on the Fox River in Illinois.  Her father and mother purchased and restored the property, taking many years to complete the job.  They also encouraged her artistic talent with art supplies and lessons. 
Barbara and her husband, Fred Perry, won an Award of Honor at the Sonoma League's Preservation Awards event in 1999 for the design and construction of their home on Old Winery Road.  Barbara’s disciplined approach and creativity is reflected not only in her paintings but also in her home and garden.
Barbara was recruited to launch the Cottage and Garden Tours for the Sonoma League in 2001.  A woman known to tackle projects with intense dedication and a hands-on manner, Barbara was the right person to meet the challenge of galvaniz​ing a diverse group of over 100 volunteers to begin what has become a tradition for the League.  Her famous sixty-minute meetings, her meticulous attention to detail, an eye for cost savings and a drive for perfection are intangible parts of her DNA that caused her to get impressive results. Barbara’s efforts through four Cottage and Garden Tours raised $128,000 towards the restoration of the Maysonnave House now called The Heritage Center at Maysonnave House.
Members, free.  Non-members, $5.00 donation. Please call 707 938 0169 to RSVP.
www.sonomaleague.org
The Sonoma League for Historic Preservation has been devoted to the stewardship of Sonoma’s architectural heritage for 40 years and has guarded the historic integrity of buildings and neighborhoods through its many programs designed to maintain the distinct visual character we have come to know and enjoy.

