The Sonoma League for Historic Preservation
First Friday Lecture Series
presents
Arthur Dawson 

Director of the Historical Ecology Project
Sonoma Ecology Center
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Friday, May 7 , 11 a.m.

The Heritage Center at Maysonnave House

291 First Street East

Please join us as well-known local ecologist and historian Arthur Dawson closes the 2009-2010 season with a wonderfully informative talk about Sonoma Valley. Arthur will illuminate how the ecological conditions in Sonoma Valley at the time of the founding of the Mission are still reflected in our land-use patterns and the locations of roads, streets, and towns. 
You’ll discover answers to all these interesting queries:

· How did Grizzly Country become the Wine Country?

· What do watersheds and creeks have to do with the position of Sonoma’s Broadway?

· Why is the town of Kenwood shaped the way it is?

· Why does Highway 121 have a big bend at Big Bend?

· How did wetlands and marshes affect the location of towns and roads?

· What is the Great Pyramid of Sonoma Valley?

Arthur Dawson has directed the Sonoma Ecology Center's Historical Ecology Project since 2000. Over the last ten years, he has collected oral histories from local elders and published excerpts in Creek Wisdom: An Ecological History of Sonoma Valley; established the Sonoma Valley Historical Ecology Archive, bringing together a large number of historic maps, photographs and documents in a single location, making them accessible for in-depth research; and taken hundreds of students along for a ride in his Sonoma Valley Time Machine. Arthur began working with the Sonoma Ecology Center in 1996, developing curriculum for the "Song of Place" project, which taught local elementary students about their watershed and inspired them to create poems and art from their experiences. As a poet and writer, Arthur has published pieces in local and national publications and is the author of two local best-sellers, The Stories Behind Sonoma Valley Place Names, and On Foot in Sonoma (with Rebecca Lawton).
Members, free.  Non-members, $5.00 donation. Please call 707 938 0169 to RSVP.

www.sonomaleague.org
The Sonoma League for Historic Preservation has been devoted to the stewardship of Sonoma’s architectural heritage for 40 years and has guarded the historic integrity of buildings and neighborhoods through its many programs designed to maintain the distinct visual character we have come to know and enjoy.
